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Spirituality and Family

By Cindy Acker, Ed.D.

pirituality has been the substratum of the ebbs

of flows of family life, with its challenges. We’ve

dealt with many issues over time, including serious
health issues, family changes, economic challenges, and
the judgments that come with adolescence and young
adulthood. We go back to prayer, to groundedness,
to reminders of where we have come from and the
intentionality with which we have been raised (and | do
believe that adults raise children, but the best parents are
also raised in the sense that they are changed by their
children).

When our son was in an auto accident and comatose for
many days, it was our ability to remain spiritually grounded
that got us through. The day that was most life-changing
for us was when he had been in a coma for the tenth day.
We were encouraged to leave the hospital and take a short
break—the first and only time that we left the hospital. We
had been asked whether we would remove him from life
support, as his legs were beginning to turn in—his brain
failing to send the information to his limbs. | recall praying

and crying, and saying
that | needed a way to
know what to do—a signal
that was so clear that

the decision was without
question.

In the midst of my tears,
the phone rang and we
were asked to return to

the hospital: he was awake.
When he emerged from life
support and began to learn
to speak and walk again, we called upon everyone we knew
(and even those whom we did not know) to hold him in their
most positive thoughts. My partner was called as a pastor
while we were in hospital #3, where we had remained
steadfastly by my son’s side, by then—for many months.

One nurse told us that through the months when my son
was in the hospital, she was deeply touched by the never-
ending commitment we showed

as a family. Our composition as a

Creating a Jewish-Buddhist Family With Love

By Shareena Clark and
Adina Ascher

Shareena, a former staffer at OFC,
and her wife Adina consider their
spiritual roots, their queer identities’
reflection in them, and the influence
of their Jewish-Buddhist theology as
they expand their family.

Judaism was simply a part of Adina’s
family, a glue that held the family
together. She grew up immersed in
these traditions, foods and holidays.
She retains an appreciation for
several very beautiful elements of the Jewish traditions and
culture: highly valuing education and family, and the large
role food, drink, and dancing always play at any Jewish
event. Adina recalls attending shabbat dinners at her
maternal grandmother’s home on a regular basis and eating
homemade challah and brisket.

As Adina grew into a young adult, she began questioning

her Jewish upbringing. She always
felt that Judaism was a patriarchal
religion, created by and for men. She
never felt that her experience as a
woman, and especially as a lesbian,
was truly reflected in Judaism. In
orthodox communities, women

do not even sit with men; they are
seated behind a curtain off to the
side. Adina went on a search to find
reflections of herself and her own
experience in a religious or spiritual
system.

It was around this time that Adina
became very interested in the study of religion as a whole.
She studied religions from around the world and became
especially drawn to Wicca and Buddhism. As a result, she
has incorporated a Buddhist understanding of the world
and Buddhist teachings into her private practice as a
psychotherapist. At the same time,
she has never lost connection to her
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e jogal” is a pretty common

expression we use in Brazil to

encourage folks to face an

unknown situation with
courage. It literally means “throw
yourself in,” underscoring the sentiment:
it's time to take a leap of faith!

As parents and caregivers, we are
constantly invited to take leaps of faith,
regardless of our religious backgrounds
or the denominations we may identify
with at this point in our lives. We
consider the values we were raised with,
align with new perspectives that
resonate with us as we grow and,
ultimately, hope to raise our children
with love, respect, and a sense of
belonging. We dwell on how we’ll best
teach them to have faith in themselves
while letting go of what we cannot
control; we throw ourselves into
modeling justice and reconciliation; we
teach life and death issues whether
consciously or not.

Many of us who experienced deep
religious trauma in faith-based spaces
(because of who we love or who we are)
tend to reject mainstream religious
practices. For folks like me, who choose
to return or are called to new spiritual
homes later in life, it is an interesting
journey to heal, shed our armors,
assumptions and biases and to unlearn
much of what we may have had
internalized so deeply from oppressive
and exclusive theologies and religions.

Parenting has become that new spiritual
home for me, where | grow the soft and
vulnerable parts of myself that had been
shut down for decades; where | practice
questioning all of my assumptions that
hinder the manifestation of just love in
my work; where | practice trusting that
the loving Spirit and the beloved
community will see me through.

As my daughter learns to see and
experience the world, |, too, grow new

eyes to be able to see my friends, family,

and foes with compassion, new hands
to be able to serve our people with

DIRECTOR'S NOTE
A Leap of Faith

by Renata Moreira, Executive Director

gratitude, new ears and lips to better
connect with my brothers and sisters
and to interweave our knowings for a
better world. | observe her natural
human tendency to connect every
moment, her capacity to integrate with
me and through me. To embrace each
moment anew, to accept the gifts and
challenges that come with each
moment. Even in this moment where the
alt-right continues trying to hijack the
notion that only “they” are the chosen
good people, | keep on practicing how
to best put love in action. To slow down
enough to hear our call to work for
transformative justice and conscious
parenting.

The cover stories for this summer’s
newsletter offer two other stories of
how religion and spiritual practice—or
both together, or neither'-have guided
other Bay Area LGBTQ families and
families-to-be. Our stories are many and
varied, and we hope the ones here
inspire not just thought, but the desire
to tell your own (we’ll help: media@
ourfamily.org).

My wish for all of our families—no matter
how quiet or how loud, no matter the
academic/ political/ intellectual debates,
no matter the very real consequences
of policies that use religion to justify
discriminatory practices—is that we may
continue to practice surrendering to the
whispers of Spirit/Love. My wish is for us
all to develop the trust (at an
experiential level) that there is a higher
calling connecting each one of us to
each other and into this moment, and
that we can dig deep within ourselves
and our communities to collectively
experience liberation here, and now. To

“throw ourselves into” the journey that it

is to be alive. Civil rights visionary and
leader Rev. Dr. William Barber, Il puts it
this way, succinct, and mindful of the
times: “Silence is not an option.”

Se joga. We’re here to catch you. &

OUR FAMILY COALITION



OUR FAMILY COALITION'’S

"NIGHT OUT

Thank you to everyone who sponsored, attended, and donated to NIGHT OUT 2017!
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CS5 Children’s School

A Leader in Early Childhood Education ¢ Infants—Toddlers—Preschool-Pre-K
Optimal Child Development

What you and your child
experience in the program:
e Reggio & RIE Inspired
o Expert Care & Nurturing
e Emergent Curriculum
e [n-Depth Explorations
e Project-Approach
o Appropriate Technology Use
o Partnership with Children
o Community of Learners
e Rich Diverse Resources
: Open House Tours e Supportive Environ.m.ent.
Register Online " : e Broad Parent Participation
o Private Secure Website
o Extended Family Access
o FExtensive Daily Reports
o Music & Dance Programs
e Catered Food
- A E o e Full Day-Full Year
Extensive Details . : 2 e’ " And so much more!

On Our New Website
415-703-1277

Creating LGBTQ
Families since 1984

» Adoption Homestudies
* Fully Licensed Agency

* Extensive Nationwide
Advertising & Outreach

Call Us for a Free 30 Minute Consultation | 415-359-2494

www.adoptionconnection.org | families@adoptionconnection.org




Spirituality and Family ...

family was never questioned, nor

our loyalty to our son or to our
positive belief in the role that spirituality plays in our life.
Indeed, my spirituality has always been embedded deeply
within my DNA, as is my sexual identity. | have not had to
hold onto my faith more because | am a lesbian; my faith is
my core—who | am—and being a lesbian is just also that:
who | am.

| have attended churches where LGBTQ individuals have
been members mostly because they have needed a safe
haven from others who feel their belief gives them privilege
to place others on a spiritual rating scale. In San Francisco,
I sang in the choir in one such church, attending for many
years with my children. | believe it was a support to many

in the congregation who struggled with those who didn’t
believe that a gay family and church could be connected.

| remained because | loved the congregation, but also

Jewish-Buddhist Family...

Jewish roots. Today, Adina and

Shareena belong to a synagogue

in which they are fully accepted
for who they are, and Adina considers herself a “Jew-Bu.”

Shareena was raised in the Church of God In Christ
(COGIC) and spent a great deal of time in church with her
grandmother, who was an Evangelist. Culturally she feels
close ties to COGIC and its traditions, particularly when it
comes to music, celebration, and practicing gratitude. Yet
something never quite sat right with the way she fit into
her COGIC community. She was often left with burning
questions about salvation, punishment, and being different,
and was very bothered by the many things that could send
one to Hell.

When she was in high school, Shareena attended a few
services at a Shul with a friend, and became interested in
Judaism. But it wasn’t until she was an adult that the idea
of conversion became a reality. After several years of study,
Shareena officially converted to Judaism, and has been a
Radical Conservative Jew ever since.

When it comes to raising children and expanding their
family, spirituality is a pretty big deal. It is important to
Shareena for her future youngins to be raised with a sense
of being a part of something bigger that connects all of us.
As of now, raising kids in a Bu-Jew home feels like the best
fit for their family. Why not raise kids to mindfully argue
with G-d?

Adina feels that religion can be a powerful binding

force in a family. She believes that traditions and rituals
are important for children and thus, along with the
accompanying moral and ethical lessons within Judaism
(and most organized religious practices), religious practice
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because | knew that my presence as an ‘out’ woman of
color with a family gave strength to others who wished the
support of their family.

I look at potential conflicts with others who may be
compelled by religious belief to find fault with my family as
“life time.” | have been so close to seeing my son without
that time—that life, that | view time differently now. Conflict
with such people represents time that | use up from my

life. Churches and spiritual centers who are open and
affirming value the time and life of those around them. In
such life-affirming spiritual places, there is no need to waste
time—precious moments of one’s life—trying to determine
whether a minister or denomination will accept one’s family.
Unity in Marin, where | attend and lead the choir, is such a
place. | cannot but believe that all that is good, and all that
is God, would embrace this manner of love for all people—
for all families—like mine. &

is important within a family. Adina and Shareena are in the
process of adopting a child. They both envision Judaism
playing a large role in family life, along with other spiritual
practices that are in line with their experiences and
identities in the world. ©

Women’s Health,
Fertility & Family Care
Specializing in:
+»+IUIL, IVF & Surrogacy

¢ Pregnancy & Post-Natal Care

¢ Pediartrics

Proudly serving the
LGBTQ Community.

Schedule an Appointment Online!
IslandAcupunctureAlameda.com
2424 Blanding Avenue, Suite 102, Alameda, CA 94501
(510) 299-0057




CALENDAR

THU Teen & Tween Drop-In Support Services

July 6 OUR FAMILY COALITION OFFICE, 1385 MISSION ST., STE 340, SAN FRANCISCO

Aug3 Raising teens, tweens, (or both!) can often be filled with awkward moments, confusing times, and maybe

Sept 7 some stress. With a parent-peer leading the charge, you will have time (away from your child!) to really

6pm-8pm connect and decompress about your experiences. Simultaneously, under the relatable eye of a Youth Leader,
youth will have a chance to chill, laugh, and talk about..whatever teens and tweens talk about. Meets the first
Thursday of every month.

FRI-SUN  OFC Family BBQ and Campout

July14-16  Gj_ L ESPIE GROUP CAMPSITE, TILDEN REGIONAL PARK, BERKELEY

5pm Fri- Join us at Tilden Park’s beautiful Gillespie group campsite for fun, games, food, and family time in the great

ISZPm outdoors! NOTE: We are unable to accommodate walk-ins or day-of registration.

un

SUN LGBTQ Family and Friends Day at Six Flags Discovery Kingdom

July 23 1001 FAIRGROUNDS DR., SW, VALLEJO

llam=7pm  Cjose out the summer with a bang by celebrating LGBTQ Family and Friends Day at Six Flags! Enjoy
discounted tickets, food included; earlybird registrants park for free ($20 value). The lakeside picnic area will
provide a fun, community-filled home base for the day, with a Looney Toons character visit and entertainment.
The park has little kid rides, hair-raising big kid thrill rides, and amazing animal attractions. A blast for all ages.

SAT Dia de la Familia

July 29 DIMOND PARK, OAKLAND

12-4pm Please join Somos Familia and Our Family Coalition for our annual Dia de la Familia celebration! There will be
food, family, and friends, so bring a guest or two. We'll be at the Sequoia Grove Picnic Area, near the tennis
courts; use the Fruitvale Avenue entrance.

SUN Habitot Pride Day

July 30 HABITOT CHILDREN’S MUSEUM, 2065 KITTREDGE ST., BERKELEY

10am- Meet and play together with other LGBTQ families in an afternoon of fun and community-building at Habitot

1pm Children’s Museum. Infants, toddlers, preschoolers, and their grown ups can explore the rocketship, get
messy in the art studio, splash around in the water play area, and more!

SUN Baker Beach Family & Doggie Meet Up

July 30 BAKER BEACH, SAN FRANCISCO, CA

loam-12pm  pg yoy love your pooch almost as much as you love your kid(s)? Bring them both to Baker Beach (North of
Lobos Creek) for an afternoon of leash-free fun in the sand.

THU Perinatal & Early Infancy Workshop

Aug1o COMMUNITY WELL, 78 OCEAN AVE., SAN FRANCISCO

5:30- Join OFC in this facilitated workshop as we address perinatal physical and emotional well-being, including

7:30pm information about prenatal care, labor and delivery, all in an LGBTQ+ family centered environment.

SUN Mission Cliffs Youth Trip

Aug13 2295 HARRISON ST., SAN FRANCISCO

10am-12pm

Rock climbing is a fun activity for kids of all ages and abilities. While parents take photos, MC’s party staff will
do all the work of belaying the kids and encouraging them to climb as high as they want. This activity is for
youth ages 6-12 years old

Free childcare and food are provided at all events, with advance registration.

For further information and event registration, visit www.ourfamily.org.

OUR FAMILY COALITION



TUE The Gender Creative Child a

Aug29 BANANAS, 5232 CLAREMONT AVE., OAKLAND

6-8pm Join us for a special evening with Dr. Diane Ehrensaft, pioneering advocate and champion for gender
nonconforming children and adolescents. She’ll bring her 30 years of experience to bear in a discussion
of how we can nurture and support children who live outside gender binaries, and how we can prepare all
children to be their authentic gender selves.

THU Ages & Stages Youth Development [0-5 Years] Workshop
Sept 14 OUR FAMILY COALITION OFFICE, 1385 MISSION ST., STE 340, SAN FRANCISCO
6-8pm In this facilitated workshop, we will be providing information and inviting conversation on the emotional,

physical, and social development of infants and toddlers.

TUES Group Positive Parenting Program [2-10 Years]

Sept 5,12, OUR FAMILY COALITION OFFICE, 1385 MISSION ST., STE 340, SAN FRANCISCO

19, 26 OFC staffers will guide LGBTQ parents and caregivers through this 12—week Positive Parenting Program.
Oct 3,10,17, Triple P is designed to promote positive parenting practices in the community, prevent a range of social and
24,31 behavioral problems in children, and aims to support parents to promote their child’s social, emotional, and

Nov 7,14, 21 behavioral development. For parents and caregivers with children 2—10 years old. Class meets weekly on
6-8pm Tuesdays for 12 weeks.

SUN Oakland Pride Parade, Festival, & Family Garden a
Sept 10 PARADE: BROADWAY & 14TH ST.

10:30am-

GARDEN: FRANKLIN & 21ST ST., OAKLAND
Celebrate family and march with us at the Oakland Pride Parade! Then explore and relax in the Family and
Children’s Garden with a giant slide, bounce houses, art activities, games, petting zoo, story time and more.

4:00pm

OFC in the State Capitol

This May 16 we brought a family perspective to LGBTQ issues on 16 & 22
LGBTQ Advocacy Day, alongside Equality California and many

others. And on May 22 we joined our partners in the California

Work & Family Coalition to highlight LGBTQ families’ stakes in a host of family
justice issues. Current legislation affecting our families addresses everything from
gender recognition to paid family leave to anti-bias work in school.

The Capitol LGBT Association launched on Harvey Milk Day, and we were there to
celebrate, with Bay Area Assemblymember-heroes David Chiu and Evan Low, along
with a host of other elected officials and staff.

We’re your LGBTQ parent and caregiver voice in Sacramento: let us know what
matters to you! Email policy@ourfamily.org.

Sonoma County Pride I TH

OFC was proud to be a community 4
partner to the 2nd Annual Family

Campout and Celebration for Sonoma

County Pride organized by North Bay LGBTQI
Families. We had an amazing time kicking off our
Pride month by walking with North Bay families in
Guerneville!
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Pacific Fertility Center
The ART of Conception

An LGBTQ camp for families and friends
Join us at Oakland Feather River Camp this summer

Choose the length of stay that best suits
your needs:

Stay 8 nights: July 29 — August 6
(arrive Saturday — leave Sunday)

Stay 4 nights: July 29 — August 2
(arrive Saturday — leave Wednesday)

Stay 4 nights: August 2 — August 6 gk B f
Connect With Other Families ¢ Kids Groups/Adult Activities ¢ Camp Dances
Swim InThe River ¢ Meals Prepared ForYou ¢ And So Much More!

i | Register Today at www.campitup.or
Pacific Fertility Center is proud to Mzl s b

support the LGBTQ community with
their family building goals.

B

www.pacificfertilitycenter.com/Igbtq

415.834.3095 . RETU Wi,
- v campitup.org $ info@camitup.org

Marin Trepclmtoky School

Spanish Infusion in the Heart of San Francisco

san francisco

FRIENDS
SCH OO I_ Academic rigor

. . . . Spanish Infusion and
DlVGrSlty Equ:ty Commumty A cross-cultural learning

These are values that are central to a Quaker education at San . - Lead and Support
Francisco Friends School, a K-8 co-ed Quaker school serving : Teachers in every
more than 400 students in the Mission District. classroom

Marin Preparatory School is o

. TK-8 Specialist Program-
a private, - music/theater, art,
coeducational school, science, P.E.,
currently enrolling young technology, library
Kindergarten through 8th Traditional and
grade for the 2018 — 2019 progressive
school year. Visit our
website for our Open House
and Tour schedule this Fall.

Project-based learning

Service learning,
leadership, and field

Marin Preparatory School erips

For more information, contact Yvette Bonaparte, Director of ; . .
: ! 117 Diamond Street Mindfulness/Social-

Admission, at 415-565-0400 or admissions@sffriendsschool.or A .
g San Francisco, CA 94114 Emotional Learning

p. 415-865-0899 (SEL)




PLAYGROUPS

TUESDAYS
July 11,18, 25
Aug1

Sept 12,19, 26
Oct 3

LGBTQ Parent-Child Interactive Playgroup (0-5 years) a
DESTINY ARTS, 970 GRACE AVE., OAKLAND

Interactive play and circle time for infants, toddlers, and their grown ups, including fun activities like
music, movement, and storytelling, at Destiny Arts’ beautiful Northwest Oakland space. Healthy snacks
provided! We'll be taking various field trips in July and August. Check out our website calendar for the

10-11:30am venues! No meetings Aug 8—Sept 5.

FIRST SAT East Oakland Community Playtime

guf 5, Sept 2, YOUTH UPRISING SKATE PARK, 8711 MAC ARTHUR BLVD., OAKLAND
ct7

11:30am-2pm

Enjoy outdoor games, a community market, fun multicultural activities, arts and crafts, and story time by
the Oakland Public Library.

FRIDAYS Baby & Me: Infant Class (0-18 months)

July 7,14, 21, 28 COMMUNITY WELL, 78 OCEAN AVE, SAN FRANCISCO

Augs4, 1 Want more quality time with your little one? OFC will be hosting a weekly infant class for LGBTQ

9:45-11am parents and caregivers. This parent-child interactive helps support child bonding, health, and increase
your know-how about your infant’s cognitive, physical, and language development! Group meets
weekly on Fridays for 6 weeks; next 6-week series starts in October.

FRIDAYS Toddle with Me: Music & Movement Class (18 months—s5 years)

July 7, 14, 21, 28
Aug4,11,18,25
Sept 1, 8,15, 22

11:30am-12:45pm

COMMUNITY WELL, 78 OCEAN AVE, SAN FRANCISCO
For walkers, toddlers, and tumblers this weekly music and movement classes is a fun opportunity for
parents and children to two-step! Group meets weekly on Fridays; no meeting Sept 29.

WEDNESDAYS  Rainbow Family Night a

Aug2 HABITOT CHILDREN’S MUSEUM, 2065 KITTREDGE ST., BERKELEY

(S)ept 6 LGBTQ parents are invited to join our facilitated support group to connect, share experiences, swap
'Ctl’ . tips, and discuss issues relevant to our families, while kids have a great time playing in the Habitot

5:30-7:30pm Children’s Museum. No meeting July 5.

SAT Transgender Parent Group

July 22 OUR FAMILY COALITION OFFICES, 1385 MISSION ST., STE. 340, SAN FRANCISCO

Aug19 Trans parents, prospective parents, and co-parents connect and share what’s on their minds. From

Sept 16 the workplace to trans activism, transition to temper tantrums, discuss whatever you’d like to in a safe

12-2pm space with friendly, supportive people. Light refreshments, and fun child care provided. Newcomers

welcome!

TUE LGBTQ Family Night for Solo & Partnered Parents

July 25 CHILDREN’S DAY ELEMENTARY SCHOOL, 333 DOLORES ST., SAN FRANCISCO

Aug 22 Eat dinner and play with your kids, little and big, with the playground and classroom space of the

(Ssesgtnis Children’s Day School all to ourselves. Then grown-ups split into groups—solo parents and coparents/

caregivers—for facilitated discussions about family and child-rearing issues while OFC staff play with
your kids.
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OUR DONORS

Individuals who have given $250 or more in the last year (as of 6/5/17). We apologize for any errors!

Honorary Circle $1,000+
Sherilyn Adams & Elaine Teoh
Sharon & Jerry Appel

Barak Ben-Gal &
Massimo Prioreschi

Gail & Ralph Bernstein

David Bui & Kevin McCarthy
Alice Carolan & Patrick Tufts
Cathy Ellis & Linda Slaughter
Yvette Flunder

Matt & Leigh Ann Frankel
Jennifer Hickerson

Susie Jun & Shao-Lee Lin
Koko Lin & Margot Yapp
Meredith & Jennifer Orthwein

Phillip Parkerson &
Stan Cardoza

Alexis Petra

Robert Reiter

Erica Webber & Shondra Davis
Lisa & Jennifer Wilson-Hoffman

Community Circle
$500-999
Judy Appel & Alison Bernstein

Steve Disselhorst &
Lorevic Rivera

Shelley Friedman &
Tania Lowenthal

Lisa Stark Hughes
Crystal Jang & Sydney Yeong

Erika Katske & Rabbi Reuben
Zellman

Tracy Kirkham

Brandon Miller

Leroy & Kristen Miranda-Gaines
Martin Mitchell & Robert Cox

Andrew Parker-Rose &
Flavio Epstein

Karla Ruiz

Lisa Sanchez & Stephen
Germany

Rebecca Sherer
Amber Todd

Dawn Marie Wadle
Anna Willson
Margot Yapp

Family Circle $250-499
Tricia Andres & Jacki Murray
Nancy Andrews & Amy Risch

George Aulson & Jorge Cino
Julie Bagniefski & Tony Kramer
Eric Baird & Jackie Tam

David Bardoff

Michael Begert & Annette Clear
Gary Beuschel & John Kruse
Joseph Bilella

Lionel Brazil & David Hardaway

Diana Buchbinder &
Jeane Redsecker

Ali & Jessica Cannon

Frank Cannon

Jamie Dillemuth &
Baby Djojonegoro

Sarah Dopp

Christine Dotterer

Stephanie Douglas &
April Funiestas

Sophie Fanelli
Julie Felner & Amy Harrison

Cynthia Frenz & Katie
Schlageter

Michael Genhart &
John Stiehler

Phil Gray & Esteban Barnaby
Stefan Gruenwedel

Julie Hayes & John Joseph
Scott Hofmeister & Brian Wong
Terri Jackson

Sarah Jaquish &
Beatrice Sanchez

Patricia Joanides

Alice Kessler &
Michelle Doty Cabrera

Brooke Kimbrough
Patrick Leary

Kate Lee

John Lindner

Lin Mayr

H.P. Mendoza
Richard Miller

Darryl Moore &
Bradley Johnson

Renata Moreira & Lori Bilella

Trinity Ordona & Desiree
Thompson

John Polito & John Launder

Sue Reinhold &
Deborah Newbrun

Alice Ruby
Michiko Sambe

Beverly Scott &
Mary Anne Courtney

Emily Seidel

Elana & llana Sherer
Amy Simon

Max Stites

Hilary Ware

Caleb Wolfson-Seeley &
Sarah Olsen

Tom Wynveen

Thank you to those who
gave:
In Celebration of Leila &
Mel’s Wedding
In Honor of
» Our daughters, Kira & Sonia
« Charlie Spiegel
« Cannon Family

In Memory of
- Antoinette Bilella
« Angelina Ferrante
- Margaret Miller

Institutional Giving
California Endowment

Educational Foundation
of America

Ettinger Foundation
Horizons Foundation
Human Rights Campaign
Kaiser Foundation
Leonesio Foundation
Jonathan Logan Foundation

Reva & David Logan
Foundation

Pacific Gas & Electric Company
San Francisco Foundation
Target Corporation

Trio Foundation

Verizon Foundation

Wallace A. Gerbode
Foundation

Wells Fargo Foundation
Women’s Foundation of CA

LAKIN SPEARS

ATTORNEYS AT LAW

FOUNDED IN 1914 - 100 YEARS OF EXCELLENCE

needs of LGBT Families

Wills, Trusts, Powers of Attorney

Alma Soongi Beck

Specializing in the unique

Probate and Trust Administration

LLP

Palo Alto, San Francisco
(650) 289-6469
abeck@lakinspears.com

(415) 644-4555
CharlesSpiegelLaw@gmail.com
842 Elizabeth St. Suite 1, SF CA 94114

Real Estate

Divorce & Custody
Adoption & Surrogacy
Collaborative Practitioner

Support Our Family Coalition at www.ourfamily.org.

OUR FAMILY COALITION



Queer, There, and
Everywhere:

23 People Who Changed the World
Written by Sarah Prager and illustrated by Zoe

More O'Ferrall

Queer author, activist, and fresh mama Sarah Prager

Copp e Mareria

delves deep into the lives of 23 people who “fought,

created, and loved on their own terms.” Publisher
Harper notes: “From high-profile figures like Abraham

23 PEOPLE WHO CHANGED THE WORLD

SARAH PRAGER

Lincoln and Eleanor Roosevelt to the trailblazing s
gender-ambiguous Queen of Sweden and a bisexual

blues singer who didn’t make it into your history books,

these astonishing true stories uncover a rich queer heritage that encompasses
every culture, in every era.” We like the “tl;dr” summaries at the beginning of each
bio. And a 12-year-old reader we know said of the book: “Very interesting! There
were so many stories that | hadn’t heard before this book, and | was engrossed in it

the whole time.” Sold!

WELCOME PROGRAM COORDINATORS

Nadi Suhaimi

Nadi has nearly a
decade’s experience
working with
incarcerated people
and their families

as a counselor

and case manager,
work which has
made him acutely
aware of systemic oppression inherent
in our societies. In Singapore, where

he hails from, he was also actively
involved with the Yellow Ribbon Project,
which helped recently incarcerated
people reintegrate into society by
engaging support of their families and
communities.

Nadi graduated from the National
University of Singapore with a BA in
Sociology, and is a recent transplant
to the Bay Area. He’s excited to

join OFC as the East Bay Family
Program Coordinator where he has
the opportunity to advocate for and
connect with LGBTQ families—and, for
the first time, be able to be “out” as
queer and trans at work.
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Jeannette Page

Jeannette is a
dedicated and
passionate advocate
for youth and
families, with ten
years of nonprofit
programming
experience. Raised
in her mom’s home
daycare on the Sacramento River, she’s
been helping raise children since she
herself was a child.

She has worked primarily in sexual
assault response and prevention
providing direct services to survivors
of violence and their loved ones,
navigating criminal justice and social
service systems, and facilitating
community education workshops on
abuse prevention. Jeannette also has
significant experience in youth social
justice programs, empowering youth
to take action and be change agents in
their schools and communities.

Jeannette has a B.A. in Sociology, is a
California state-certified sexual assault
and domestic violence counselor, and is
excited to bring her skills and training to
OFC'’s family programs.
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Our Family Coalition advances equity
for lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender
and queer (LGBTQ) families with

children through support, education,
and advocacy.

MAIN OFFICE
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San Francisco, CA 94103
415-981-1960
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www.ourfamily.org
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Rick Oculto
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Polly Pagenhart
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WE NEED YOUR SUPPORT
MORE THAN EVER!

Donate today to continue making
the world a better place for our
families.

Give back at www.ourfamily.org!

INVEST IN THE FUTURE OF OUR FAMILIES!

Our Family Coalition needs your support more than ever.
We can only win the fight for LGBTQ family rights together.
Please make your tax deductible donation today!

Text 41444

Enter your message:
NIGHTOUT17spaceYourAmountspaceYourName (or anonymous)
Example: NIGHTOUT17 1000 Jane Doe

This donation will not appear on your mobile phone bill.
You must fulfill your pledge directly from the link on your mobile device using a credit card.

Hit Send and click on the donation link to enter payment information.




